CHAPTER   VII

OPEN  COMBAT

WHETHER his tactics were Machiavellian or merely
Hitlerian, the fact remains that Adolf appointed
Goebbels Gauleiter of Berlin. The result of this brilliant
stroke was that Gregor's former private secretary
assumed a degree of authority over us. He was able to
obstruct our activities, and the S.A., now financed
throughout Germany by Hitler, were at his disposal.
In July, 1927, he founded in Berlin a daily, Der
Angriff, designed to compete with our Arbeitsblatt,
which had been appearing since 1926. Naturally our
new Gauleiter missed no opportunity of manhandling
our supporters and having our sellers arrested. He
even arranged that the times of meetings organized
under his jurisdiction should be withheld from us,
with the result that would-be well-informed Party
members gave up the Arbeitsblatt in favour of the
Angriff. Several times Gregor and I wrote to Hitler to
protest against the abominable conduct of his new
favourite. But Adolf was an expert at hedging. Tour
paper is certainly the official Party organ in Berlin/
he replied, 'but I can't stop Goebbels from running a
private sheet of his own.5 One might ask how the
organ of the Gauleiter of the capital could be a private
sheet.
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